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17VTFKOVKMKNTS IN OB RELATING TO Cf OTHlNG 

r 

This mventfcm relates to improvements in or relating to clothing and h more particHbiiy 
5 concerned with improvements in or relating to female imderwear or breast support 
structures, such as brassieres. 

Ladies fashion garments often have thin shoulder or neck straps at may be strapless 
and/or backless (and/or Iransr^inAraQslucent and/or very delicate and/or may be 

10 ttightwear/swiinwear) and it is believed that known methods of breast support and/or 
erihancsawetit with such garments under which a conventional brassiere cannot suitably 
be worn (hereinafter called 'garments of the type specified*) tend to be disadvantageous 
or rather unsatis&ctory. at least in some circumstances. The term ^thiri strap' is meant to 
refer to a width of snap which cannot conveniently be employed to completely cover a 

15 brassiere strap. 

Of ctfcHSe, if ctfiwentional brassieres (shoulder^trap or halter neck) were to be worn 
with such garments the straps of the brassieres would be visible or apparent and spoil 
the desired effect o f the garment 

20 

Many proposals have been made in an effort to provide suitable breast support or 
enhancement with garments of toe type specified, Kuagms from brassieres with 
transparent plasties straps or straps which crisscross low down on toe hack, for example, 

t. 

around &e waist or strapless brassieres that emprise an ^demite a**d cisps flfcsi ass 
25 attached fo the Ijmsste by sfoiM^sicted, disposable derma* adhesive tape. It is believed 
that nosne of these an^gsanej^s are eatfcely F<ST example, where 
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transparent straps afffc provided on the brassiere* these can, Bevertfeeless, still be 
seen m the body, for example around the shoulders or neck, or wherever fb& straps ]jug 
and m& not really comfortable or insuring for the wes*®r. Quae agaiti, Iskssi eres that 
inchide crisscross straps that wrap around the waist are jaecsssarHy designed in 
5 mitoifjer that they tend to squash the feieasts rattier than support and npJift them and tend 
to be disadvantageous to that the straps may create unsightly ridges of flesh detectable 
ijndeme^h ih& gmnmt Tte use of adhesive tape on the breasts io attach tte brassiere 
is far fioan ideal and often: does not work at all well for a substantial period of time, so 
that the isnassiane will simply besom*? <fet^hied fram the wearer. Additionally, the 
10 double-&itfcd tape teods to be jndlativdy expensive and can only be used otoee. Also, 
the adhesive may adhere quite strongly to the body necessitating considerable pain or 
discomfort for the wearer to remove the adhesive completely, ftafbeormore, it is 
believed that a relatively mtonti look is very difficult to achieve with such brassieres 
that tend not to lift and support the breasts m the manner required Rather* such 
15 fcraasiercs told to be confining and may pull the breasts downwardly or create unnatural 
balgmg, depending upon the particular size, shape and raiforaiity of bieastsL fii 
summaiy, soane brassieres for s&ich gam^nis, disadvantagecnisly, may have a low back 
or clear strap back (or even a halter neck strap) or include breast cups that have to be 
attached by adhesive tape to the wearer and winch extend around the side of the body. 
20 Ofissr br^is^s 3w such garments, diaadvsntag^oimly^ nisy not lie comriefcrfy Sat on 
the &fcj?ri 0*ay be seeai or detected through the garment covering the brassiere more 
particularfy where the garment is of delicate or thin febric material,, said garment, for 
exampJ^ being 'scaring wear where such brassieres are usually required With some 
strapless sad backless bra^b^ requiring the use of adhesive tepa, the dcmawaid force 
25 of gravity ojo the ferawte has to be balanced using the friction of the brasdeze against the 
skin of the breast and, since such brassieres have a relativdy assail surface gass, fle^b 

\ 0.0.89849 - 25- D ec7;G3|QE : :pil 



may be pinched and efifectively squeezed out of th£ side? of the hra^'ere. Indeed, 
this problem seems to be more acute where file shapless aiid bacfcless brassage is a 
convertible brassiere <Le. a brassiere having straps that can be removed ffcom tibe 
brassiere if deaarcd for lose with certain gannents) which needs to be warn mars tightly 
S when used wttnout straps in a backless and strapless garment scenario. Evert so, the 
problem may occur with low back, strapless or baiter neck brassieres or whore: the 
brassiere straps are thin or transparent (as sush straps tend to press of dig info Ute sfebt* to 
a ^idfer extent causing ridges of fl<esh on the body). 

10 Ones again, it is believed that known bacMess/strapless brassieres do little to 
compensate far the difference in size between ths hirsts the* most women have so 1f*at 
the brea$t$ amy not lie level when supported by the brassiere It tends to be 
di<ariv^it%eau$ that some b^less/strapless brassieres may alter the appearance or 
outer shape of ike gsmnerat when warn in a way not desired by the wearer. Such 

15 bacJdess/strapless brassieres tend to be disadvantageous in that many different sizes aire 
required for <}iflferes?t sizes of breast and sometimes such set sizes tend not to fit very 
wdl moire particularly where the wearer has a significant size difference (e.g T one cop 
sise) between hef breasts, Also, there vyould appear to be few such brassieres on the 
market for cap sizes over a cup- Thene are some such bra^ieres for cup sizes larger 

20 than a *C* but they tend tobedi sadvantageons as they may dmg the breast* downwardly 
to some esefent requiring more or less constant r^adjt^tmeni by the weanet. This is why 
there tends to be more choice in brassieres of cup stee nsder a 'C* cup i&, because it 
would appear easier for brassieres of tins type to support smaller breasts. Furthermore^ 
stfzne backless/strspless brassieres tend to be too firm or rigid m& impsit an unnatoj^J 

25 rigidity or look to die breasts when viewed through, or from outride of, the covering 
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.garment Bms&ienes far gamuts of the type specified may have otfher additional 
disadvantages not discussed further in this specification. 

It is known to provide a breast sujppnt in the (arm of a slmg sir shelf for s^pporti^g both 
5 breasts sipnultaoswisly without covering the nappies, thus allowing a greater freedam- 
However, the sling wc sWf includes adjustable shoulder straps which would be visible 
with garments of the type specified and thus would not be suitable for such gamsesote. 

It is an object of th& present invention to at least alleviate one or more of (he 
10 aforementioned, or other, disadvantages associated wiih breast support and/or breast 
€Qhancemcn£ for garments of the type specified. 

Accarding to ihc present rov©atic«i thsf£ is provided breast support apparatus for 
supporting at least one breast from underneath a covering garment of the type spedfied, 
15 said appamtus comprising at Jrast one sling or wrap of material arranged in use to lift 
and support said breast, said sting or wrap bei ng su^ended, w use^ fiom the garment, or 
h&b the body of the wearer from underneath the garment 

Usually, said breast support apparatus will be without shoulder and/or neck and/or back 

20 support seaps. 

Further according to tbe present invt^ewt these is provided a gaonort of the type 
specified hairing at least one breast support apparatus attached or attachable thereto in 
order to suspend the breast support apparatus, said breast ssjpjKsrt apparatus comprising 
25 a sling or wrgp of materia] for supporting at least one breast in use. 
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Further according to fee present invention there i& provided breast support apparatus 
in the foam of a sling or wrap of material for suspending at feast one breast from a 
garment of His iyps specified m use, said apparatus itKfl^dfettg suspension mcsns for 
sliog/wrap of material, said suspension means being attachable to a garment of the type 
5 specified to be worn wtfr the breast support apparatus- The ^ing/wmp of nutfmal may 
be releasably fesfeiJabfe to the suspension means. 

Further according to the present invention there is provided a method of supporting at 
least Ode breast, said method comprising suspending said breast in a sling or wrap of 
10 material and supporting the sUag or map of material ona garment of the type specified 
or on a body of the wearer fton* underneath a garment of the type specified and, 
pfdfcrably* from a location at or above m upper portion of the breast 

Usually, the breast support apparains will be adapted to support m individual breast (so 
15 that two such breast support apparatuses will ncraroally be required for one wearer) 
although in other embodiments both breasts may be sepportsed siraultaneoosJy side by 
side by said breast support aprmratus (psxtjoularJy applicable for larger breasts). 

By embodiments of the present invention the sling or wrap of material of the breast 
20 zxspport zpp&sti&s can be arranged to lift ssd support Ihe or saeh breast giving some 
shap ing to ssnis by suspending *s breast against Ihs of gr^ify, preferably ftoin a 
location or logons at or above an upper portion of Hie breast/s or at least from above 
the nipple/s of the breast/s. 

25 Further according to the present imrentioo there is provided breast support apparatus for 
supporting at least one breast from underneath a covering garment of the type specified, 



said apparatus including means for lifting and supporting said ftneast said means 
being suspended, in use, from a location or location above the nipple of said breast, 
said location or Ioeati©as being fe?m the garment at <m ifas body of th§ W3&nst from 
MiiJetxieafii the gaonenL Said means for liftkg and suppcBrdbg tite breast may comprise 
5 a sling or ^vziap of rnaieri ai . 

Preferably, the simg w wrap of material fe flexible and may be elasticated <rt 
c stretebabIe T £**d may grip the breads preferably in a non-slip manner. Preferably,, the 
sliitg or wtap of material does not have a preformed shape and may adapt at least in part 
10- to the shape and/or size of the or each breast 

Even so 7 it is possible in same esnbadimfittts of mvetriion that the sling or wrap of 
material is provided with padding materfaJ such as foam which may canvemeptty be ia 
the firan of a suitably shaped insert or mserts. Preferably^ the insert or insem is/are 
15 readily removable from the sling or w^p of material and replaceable with a different 
size/sizes to suit the wearer. 

The sling or wrap of materia! may be rdeasably fetenable to the garment of the type 
speviSed to be worn with the breast support apparatus or may be peraaanenfiy «r serai- 
20 pemsansstly attached thensta 

Where a releaseaWe festerring to the garment is provided as aforesaid, said festemng 
may be of any suitable nssaas such as one or mote press studs or surface contact 
(^enittg materia} such as Vdtaro (Velcro is a registered trade marfc) or means such as a 
25 button and receiving hole, or hole that receives a loop, or tie of the fidittg or wrap 
material. The siispen$ton means may comprise a strip of material on which is roounied 
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part of the reksasable fastening with the x^maitidsr of the leasable fosterling being 
provided cm the sling/wrap of material e.g cooperating fetaale part of a press stud may 
be provided on said material strip where male press stud pint is on the sling or wrap of 
material. Said strip of material may be connected to the garment By any cmveaieot 
5 means such as by stitching and/or heat activated adhesive, 

In some embodimettts of the present indention, the festening location or locations, of the 
sling/wrap of material to the garment may be adjustable (more particularly in the height 
direction of garment). In this way where two breast support apparatuses are provided 
10 (one for each breastX if necessary, one breast may be supported firom a higher point ott 
the garment than Hue other in order to even up the position of the breasts where there is a 
lack of uniformity or considerable size difference between sam& 

Cooveitimtly, Hie i^tfcqniiig location of the rar each breast support apparatus may be 
15 pro vided on an upper inside edge of the garment (near an associated shoulder or neck 
support strap om the gannent if provided). 

Additionally, or alternatively, each breast may be provided with associated breast 
support apparatus comprising a sling or wrap of material of a different sozfc or shape to 
20 the other in order to achieve a mote uniform or balanced overall appearao^- 



It is possible feat the or each breast may be supported by said sling or wrap of materia) 
wMdh is suspended from & location or locations on the body rather than dm the garment 
itself. In such an instance^ the sling or wrap of material may be* for example, supported 
25 by (possaibly double-sided) <fea*nal a^esive tape located at or above an upper portion of 
the bseast It is believed in such a ssegoiaritf that the hreasfcfe will be hdd more securely 
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by the adhesive tape fibtui when the breast i& supported fisam undeniealh by e.g. a 
sx^mi-rigid cap connected fey double-sided adhesive tape to the ™demrath carved part 
of tbe bmeast. In pm£ticz T wh^e double-sided adhesive tape is used to attach a 5fe*p]^ 
and backless brassiere to a curved part of the breast, fha brassiere can bscoms detached 
5 fitim the beast moan? than should be the case- However, it is envisaged that, 

where dpribfe-^ded adhesive tape is used in ccrajtmctitWi with die sJpng or wap of 
material in accordance witfr the present inveaotnm* the adhesive tape means be attached 
to an upper part of the breastf/s ^vi*icto skrcdd not give rise to problems in detachment: 

10 Usually, the ends of the sHag or wrap of material wfll be close to one aoother whea 
worn on the breasts and may, for ^sample, be connected closqjy adjacent to one 
another an the garment to be worn. It is possible that the <?rufc pf §b*ng or wap of 
material may be connected together before the sling or wrap of material & cortoeefced to 
the garraent so that there is only a single attachment location cm the garment for the 

1 5 sling or wrap of material. However, it is also possible for the ends of die sling or wrap 
of mgferisl to be connected to the garment at spaced locations if required, Sv^n so, 
usually* the ends of the sliag or wrap of material will be close to one another om the 
garment (or a single attachment location is provided), sauce it is believed this will 
provide a better support and uplift than if the sling/wrap of material is connected to the 

20 garment at sefetiviely fiddly spaaed locations, On other pccsisio^% a dijRfer^xt jfeelisg or 
edEset may be desired by the weaker, whfch itfOuld suit the ends of the sjing or yvr&p of 
material being connected to the garment at spaced locations. 

It is believed that creating a sting or wrap of material for the brfcasfcfe wfa&fe fonn@ a 
25 closed hoop of ^sttetchable" mg&rial §pnxnm,dirxg isnugly and hugging aad lifting the 
breast/s, which is stipends*! frott* a point at or above the lapper portion of this bseast/s, 
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effectively life and. cradles the bareast/s proving a much more natural and 
enhanced appearance than current brassieres for garments of the type? specified. 

The sliflg or vtmp of material may leave the nippte/s of the breast/s exposed prior to 
5 coverage with the garment to be worn with same and, thus, the breast support apparatus 
may also include separate or integral nipple cover means for modesty purposes. 

Whilst one breast apparatus may be used to support both breasts ^ultati^oiisly this 
may move the breasts more closely together than might be wished for with sots shapes 
10 and sizes of breasts. 

Thus, it is believed that the employment of two individual breast support app*i?stees 
(one for each breast) may prove to be the most advantageous embodiment of the present 
invention at least for smaller breasts. It is believed that individual slings or wiaps of 
15 material for each breast should give the maxhruuu upMftaod shaping: to both sides ofthe 
breast and allow the most advantageous natural, if damped,, swing of the breasts 
relative to the garment. 

Many other advaat^gjeous features of the present invention will be apparent from the 
20 following description aisd drawings. 

An embodiment of breast support apparatus in asasordance with ihe praeut invention, 
will now be described, by way of example only, with refereuce to the following 
somewhat diagrammsticr- drawings^ not drawn to scale, in which:- 

25 
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FIGURE 1 shores a plan view of breast support apparatus for an individual 

FIGURE 2 shows an inside-out view of a garment of the type specified to be 
worn with two breast support apparatuses of FIGURE 1* 

FIGURE 3 shows a view of the upper half of a girl wearing art associated breast 
support apparatus as shown in FIGURE 1 on each breast, said breast support 
apparatuses being connected to the jpzment as shown in FIGURE 2; 

-FIGURE 4 shows a front view of one of the girl's breasts shown in FIGURE 3 
fitted with the breast support apparatus of FIGURE 1; 

FIGURES 5a, 5b, 5c„ 3d show four views of alternative suspension mesons for 
fostering the breast support apparatus that may be attachable to ihs gjsnugstrt in 
FIGURE 2 5 and 

FIGURES 6a- <Sb show two ^tomative underside views of the suspea&tfii means 

ishown J3i FIGURES 5a - 5dL 

Rdfem^g to FIGURE 1 of the drawings, teeast support sppaifctus 1 adapted for 
supporting an individual breast includes a suitably shaped length of material ML 

The breast suppo rt apparatus 1 may include any suitable material M such as an 
elasticated or ^tietahable" (preferably non-slip) fiWc that could be of cc^t-rari/polyester 
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or woven or knitted construction or which may, for example,, be of lace. Hie material 
M may be single, doable or multi-layereji and may or may not comprise a suitably 
shaped pocket 2 (shown for coravemence as rectangular dashed lines) for a suitably 
5 shaped insert of foam padding or the like that could be used to enhance or increase the 
apparent size of the breast 

In mis particular embodiment, the length of the breast support apparatus 1 is 23 cm and 
Uie width is S cm, with foe length of the upper md lower parallel straight sides SI, S2 

10 being 14 cm each. Each end of the breast support apparatus 1 is shaped inwardly by 
oppositely curved side edges la, lb; Ic, Id towards male press stud portions 3a, 3b mat 
seat in respective female press stud portions 101a, 101b; 101c, lOld mounted on 
suspension means in the form of a rectangular strips of material 400 on the inside of a 
flimsy garment 100 of the type specified having thai shoulder straps si, s2 (see 

15 FIGURE 2 and FIGURE 5b).The male press stud portions 3a,3b each compose one 
half of co-operative releasable festening means 3a,3b;101a,i01b for the ends of die 
breast support apparatus 1. The female press stud portions 101a>101b on the garment 
form the mating halves of the releasable fastening means for said breast support 
apparatus I. The female press stud portions 101a, 101b me shown in enlarged detail in 

20 FIGURE 5b. The shoulder straps si, s2 are only shown in part for ease of illustration. 
The garment 100 is in the form of a top of seini-tiansparent material D through which 
bra straps of a conv entional brassiere would be visible. 

In use of the breast support apparatus 1 by a wearer (more particularly as shown by the 
25 girl 200 in FIGURE 3) each individual breast 201 is imtiauy encircled firan underneath 
ax*! supported i n a manner with the apparatus L (sneans for lilting and wappoitmg the 

|0Q898.49.r23:-:B;cjc-05 02:56:^ 
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breast 201} acting as a sliiig or wrap around the breast from ondsmeath to lift and 
support same. The curved shaping of tbe apparatus 1 allows the formed sling to sit 

5 neatly on the bieast 201 without causing iradue stress in the region whese the breast 
meets the body. A4vsa^it3geousIy, the breast 201 is gripped by the stretchafcle materia! of 
the sling to hold the bieast in a non-slip manner. Once one bieast 201 has been sstcireied 
by the associated breast support apparatus 1 and the ends of same brought close 
together, male press stud portions 3a and 3b can be releasably connected to female pcess 
10 stud portions 101a, 101b or 101c, 10 Id to suspend the apparatus 1 and hence the 
associated bieast 201 from the garment 100. The other breast may be suspended from a 
second breast support apparatus 1 in a similar manner with male press-stud portions 3a, 
3b being engaged imo #*e vacant female press stud portions 10 la, 101b or 101c, lOtd 

15 It is to be noted that the garment 100 includes very thin straps sl ? s2 that pass around 
the neck of the girl shown in FIGURE 3 and which may,, for example, be pari of a halter 
neck of a garment The garment 100 could not be worn with a conventional brassiere 
having straps since the stops couldaotbe hidden fifoan view by the flan straps 102, 103. 

20 Accordingly^ two breast support apparatuses 1 may be worn with the garment 100 to lift, 
aarf support the baceasteitt a discreet manner^ 

Since each breast 201 is supported individually by separate support apparatus 1, it is 
believed that a more natural look may be obtained, more particularly "where the nipples 
25 201a only covered by the garment 100 itself. 
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It is to be appreciated that the breast support appaiaius has not h&m provided with 
inserts m FIGURE 3 of the drawings. 

5 

FIGURE 4 of the drawings shows a front view of an individual breast 201 supported by 
breast support apparatus 1 (P1GURE 1), Since the breast 201 U supported by the 
support apparatus I which acts in the manner of a sling, it is believed that better lift and 
support is given to the? breast, from imtfeinralh and from both sides* more particularly 

10 by forces acting in directions of arrows a and b in the FIGURE. Thus the breast 201 
iiself is not squashed or flattened out or lifted directly from underneath in a manner 
which could cause bulging: topatf&ntly, the breast 20i is folly supported in an area 
easjEoditig outwMdly fxom the junction of the breast with the body rather than merely 
from uiafemraili at a location spaced from said junction. Thus, the breast support 

15 apparatus 1 hugs the contour of the breast 201. 

J&i an alternative embodiment of the present invention (not shown), the connection or 
festeoiiig location on the garment for the fastening means on the breast support 
apparatus l may be instable (preferably height adjustable) by any suitable means so 
20 that wh&e there is a significant dSserepaacy between the size or shape of the breasts, 
one breast may be supported at a location on the garment "which is higher than the other 
if one breast needs more lift and support than the other to provide a more tmiibrra 
balanced appearance. The height adjustment may be continuously adjustable or 
provided by a number of prcselestable positions* 

, 25 
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Bisfead of providing sudb a height adjustable connection on the garment 100 
itself ? a different size of fereast support operate 3 may be used for the second breast so 
that each may be supported from a similar height lobars on *he garment wth the 
second breast support apparatus i having different support parameters that will aUtfw 
5 the second breast to be lifted higher relative to the first 

FIGURES 5a - 5d show vacant OTspeasaon m&ws 400\ 400 ? 400'* and 400" * having 
different fastening or connection means of the brassiere support apparatus 1 to the 
garnet 100. FIGURE 5a shows a rectangular piece of material 400* including the 

10 female portion 40! of a press-stud fastening that may be co-operable with a single male 
press stud portion, not shown on the breast support apparatus L, rather than two male 
press stud portions being provided, an&BlGUBB 6a shows an luiderside view feeing 
provided with a self-adhesive backing 402 that may be heat activated, for example, by 
ail iron* to attach Sams to garment 100. Such aa arrangement way be used with the 

15 single press-stud arrangement shown in FIGURE 5a or the double press-stud 
an^gement £how*i it* FIGURE 5b. 

FIGURE 5o shows m alternative Jfestortio^ amtngeme&t having a xerianguiiar piece of 
material 400** vrith & button B thai may be co-operable with one or more loops or 
20 button holes (not shown on the breast support apparatus 1) instead of poness stud 
fellings 3a£b;lGM0lfr ShniJarly FIGURE 5d may be provided with a rightnan^ed 
slotC fifties (atii shown) on the breast support apparatus 1 to pass therethrough and be 
tied on the reverse side of strip 400 s "* *. 

25 
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AdkiMottally, o;r ajfemalively, Hxd reverse side of the strip of material 400. 400% 400"% 
may be provided with ptt^aced stiteh boles p as shown in FIGURE fib for 
attachment w added secursmentto the garment 100. 

5 

The a&redescribed embodiment of the present invention provides for the breast 
apparatuses 1 to be releasably suspended fiom spaced locations on the garment 100. 
However, the connections of the breast support apparatuses 1 to the garment X(K> may 
be efifcqtiwly permanent or seuu-pemiai*e2it or alternatively the breast apparatuses 
10 could he suspended directly fioni the wearer's; body ( for example by double-sided 
adhesive tape, conveniently attached to an upper portion of the associated breast; or 
ftom above 1he breast 

Although not shown, in m alternative arrangement die breast support; apparatus may 
15 comprise a sling or iwmp of material that encircles both breasts rather tfew* just an 
individual breast Thus only one central upper suspension location for such breast 
support apparatus (either on the garment of the body of the wem&r may be required). 

It is possible that the breast support apparatus in wcwdanoe with the present invention 
20 is more cup-shaped or hag-shaped covering more of the breast 201 than as down in 
FIGURES 3 &M 4 of ihe drawings. It is also possible that the breast apparatus I could 
be strobed to cover more or less of the breast as dedred to suit the wearer. 

Advantages of embodiments of the present invention may be as follows.:- 
25 i. A true backless breast support ^patatus may he provided 
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% No lilies, creases Of wrinfcles viewable through or firatt outside of tbe garment of 
the type spedfied 

5 3, No adhesion of the breast soppott apparatus to the undemde of Sbe fee&sis. 

4- Much greater variety of sizes awiteble for garments of ths type specified due to 
greater uplift. 

5. No taacifcling of the tnmt of the body by the breast support appelates. 

6. Breast support apparatus may be m accessory to the gannent or part of the 
10 garnet* 

7. Where two fcreast support ap^^ are required, said apparatuses can be sold 
it* a variety of different forms and connected to the suspensioii means. 

3. Tlrearemaybeani*^ 

9. Adjustability or Support apparatuses to cater for diifereatly sized breasts so they 
15 appear to be level underneath the garmeat 

10. A stogie,* double or multiple point of attachment may be provided for by the 
breast support apparatus. 

11. Pre-cut sewing boles may be provided and Bisieners by a variety means same of 
wWcb may be readily available on the roaricet 

20 12. The breasts support apparatuses may be sewa on ( attached) in a shop of sw part 

of a tailored service. 

13. An (adjustable) arrangement may be provided so that oidy sdze of breast 
apparatus need be provided for dififeredatly sized breasts, 

14. Hie breast support apparatus may be much less expensive to rnanufectme than 
25 ferassieres for garaients of tbe type specified. 
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15. The breast apg&t&m jnay be produced to a variety of fabric and m&rz could be 
a variety of fabrics m& materials involved to support the breast in different 
(chanced) ways* mo*e particuJariy depending lip&a the nature of the garment of 

5 Hie type specified being worn and th& type of breast subpart desired fay the 

wearer. 

16. A breast cover/s may tie provided to cover tbe nipples. It h to be »oted that the 
breast covsr/s may be designed to perform aa additional support fiinpttoft to 
merely covering the nipple, mors particularly where the breast is relatively soft: 

10 and fluid Relatively soft aad ra<tfe fluid breasts may oepcut mare regularly in 

older females and such breasts may be more difHcwft to support adequately 
using a sling wMch allows n soft breast to locally deform, causing "Slow* ot 
'hang 7 over the sling of part of Ike brfc&st The additional sr^ppotf fim^ix 
provided by the cover may b& to alleviate such, flow or hang over ci^urri^ The 

15 nipple cover may cover substantially the ejfttke breast 

17. The breast support apparatus does not have to be a preformed rigid cup tihat 
could yield an undesirable false appearand to <3tos breast 

IS. Garments of the type specified could include: swrosuits* bikfois, halternficfc, 
stoppy, delicate, low-badk atid backless garments or nightwear and the breast 
20 support app&ratus could also be worn with, any garment rather than just garments 

of the type specified tbus obviating the need for diffeieut types of breast support 
apparatus with different gminerits, 
19. The breast support apparatus may be more delicate and/or sensual ftmi other 
apparatus provided tor garments of the type specified 
25 20. The breast support apparatus may not be rigid although, parts may be in some 

embodiments 
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21. May not alter the shape of flie gaimemt at all since the breast apparatus may 
woik within or be determined by the ccratows of the breast itself and ropy be to 
all intents and pwposes subst^tfally undetectable winisfc tfce garment is being 
5 worn. 

K is to be appreciated that the peasant invefttdoa offers many ixnpi^vemerits, at least 
some of which might be patentable individually or in combination. Any individual 
feafom? as aforemetttioi^jd or as shown or implicit hereto or combinations thereof or 
10 fiwactiotts or methods appertainmg thereto, may be pate&tably inventive and any specific 
term, as used herein should not be construed as unnecessarily or unduly limiting; the 
scope of such a term should extend to, or may be replaced or supplemented by* any 
equivalent or generic osqp&ssion. For example the term 'slings could be replaced by 
* strap* or *strip > or ^flexible support* or *siAspension apparatus or *means for supporting 
15 a breast \ Additionally^ any range mentioned herein for any parameter or variable shall 
be taken to include a disclosure of any derivable sub-range within that range or of any 
particular vetee of the variable or parameter arranged within, or at an ead << the range 
or sub-range. Hie singular may include the plural and vice versa. 

20 Therefore^ still further according to the present invention there is provided brs&& 
support apparatus for supporting at least one breast from underneath a covering 
gaimen^ said apparatus comprising an adjustable sling or adjustable means for 
encircling and supporting said breast, the size of said sling or means eiicircliug the 
breast being (automatically) adjustable to cater for different sizes of breast and or size 
25 difference between two breasts of a wearer. 
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